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Community Voices Support for 
Southwest Museum 
Judy Call 
The Autry Museum of Western Heritage and the 
Southwest Museum recently signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding to merge, forming the Autry National 
Center of the American West.  The new Center would 
consist of three entities: the Autry Museum, the 
Southwest Museum, and the Institute for the Study of the 
American West.  Local residents and community 
organizations have voiced concerns about what the 
merger would mean for the continuing use of Southwest 
Museum facilities in Mount Washington as a public 
destination and exhibition museum. 
The Autry and Southwest Museums 
have undertaken a six-month plan-
ning process, including public input, 
to develop a long-term master plan 
integrating the functions of the 
merged institutions.  The estimated 
cost to renovate the historic South-
west Museum, preserve its collections, redesign some 
Autry exhibition space, and create an endowment for the 
new Center is $100 million, which would need to be 
raised by the Center. 
After a brief presentation and questions from members 
at the last MWA meeting, a public forum was held at the 
Southwest Museum on February 10th.  The spirited and 
sometimes heated questions and comments from the 
overflow crowd reflected overwhelming community and 
elected official support for preservation and continued 
use of the Southwest Museum, including the Casa de 
Adobe.  On February 14th, the City Council unanimously 
adopted a resolution in support of the community’s posi-
tion.  The Autry Museum subsequently delayed a 
planned joint Board meeting, as well as a planning study 
that is essential to provide necessary information re-
garding preservation and rehabilitation of the Southwest 
Museum and Casa de Adobe. 
A community group, Friends of the Southwest Museum 
Coalition, which includes many members of the MWA, 
has communicated to both museums the community’s 
support for the merger while requesting consideration of 
the community’s concerns within the merger agreement.  
Those concerns include: 
• Affirmation that the Southwest Museum buildings 

and gardens are artifacts of the collection, and will 
continue to be preserved and used as a public 
destination. 

• Preservation and conservation of the entire 
Southwest Museum collection, including the facilities 
on Mount Washington. 

• Focusing the historic preservation study on providing 
information necessary to rehabilitate the Southwest 
Museum and the Casa de Adobe as public destina-
tion museums. 

• Consent to listing the Southwest Museum on the 
National Register of Historic Places, to give it the 
ability to access preservation funding sources. 

• Inclusion of Native Americans from the Northeast 
Los Angeles/Arroyo Seco region on a Native 
American Advisory Board being established for the 
new Center. 

• Provision of ongoing local input for the Mount 
Washington facilities via representation on the new 

board of directors for the 
Center and/or establishment of 
a community advisory board. 

As this newsletter went to press, 
meetings with officials of both 
museums were continuing.  Nicole 
Possert, Chair of the Friends of the 
Southwest Museum Coalition, will 

report on progress at the next MWA General 
Membership meeting. 

President’s Message 
Carol Jacques 

During the past few weeks, the future of the Southwest 
Museum has once again become a major issue for 
residents of Mount Washington.  Long-time residents will 
recall that, about fifteen years ago, local residents had to 
organize the Save Our Southwest Museum group to fight 
plans of the museum’s Board of Trustees to close the 
facility.  Recently, the boards of trustees of the 
Southwest Museum and the Autry Museum announced 
that they had signed a preliminary agreement to merge 
the two institutions.  They presented a general outline of 
the merger plan at several community meetings held 
earlier this month.  At the February 10th meeting, held at 
the Southwest, Autry Board Chairman John Gray 
announced that the final memorandum of understanding 
would be signed at a joint meeting of the two boards on 
February 20th.  A large number of speakers, including 
American Indian activists, neighbors, and museum 
backers, made the point that the merger process 
seemed rushed and not open enough to public scrutiny. 
Our former neighbor and City Council candidate Antonio 
Villaraigosa called on the two boards to delay finalizing 
the merger pending greater public input into the process.  
Within a few days after the meeting at the Southwest, 
the Friends of the Southwest Museum Coalition was 
born; the Friends mailed a letter to the Southwest and 
the Autry supporting the merger in general, but calling 
for consultation with community groups and a delay in 
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finalizing the merger.  The two boards then voted to 
delay the merger.  Leaders of the two museums and the 
Coalition are now discussing the future of the Southwest 
Museum. 
I have appointed Judy Call as the MWA's liaison to the 
Southwest Museum.  The Southwest is the crown jewel 
of Mount Washington and the Arroyo Seco, and we must 
be ever-vigilant regarding its future.  Don't miss the 
March 17 MWA meeting at which we will discuss the 
current status of the merger. 

Membership 
Report 
Ed Raspa 
As the new chair of 
the Membership 
Committee, I want to 
pay special tribute to 
my predecessor 
Aurora Nordhausen.  
Aurora made a num-
ber of contributions to 
the MWA as chair of 
the Membership 
Committee: she pro-
duced the MWA note 
card project, organ-
ized membership 
drives in Nob Hill and 
Mount Washington 
West, and planned a 
welcome party for 
new residents.  In 
addition, she helped 
to oversee the 
expanded number of 
ads in the newsletter 
and assisted our 
advertisers with the 
design of their ads.  
She’s a tough act to 
follow! 
Membership dues for 
2003 were payable 
on January 1st; in 
order to maintain 
your membership in 
good standing, you 
must pay the annual 
dues by April 1st.  
Failure to pay the 
annual dues will re-
sult in the loss of 
membership rights, 
including the right to 
vote and hold office.  
If you haven’t paid 
the dues already, 

please take a moment to fill in the enclosed membership 
application and drop it in the mail together with your 
check. 
As of February 23rd we have a total of 436 memberships 
(representing approximately 650 members); 238 of these 
memberships are paid for the year 2003.  Approximately 
fifty-five of these paid memberships are at the supporting 
level and above; the Board offers a special thanks to 
those members who have given extra financial support 
to the Association.  With respect to new members, we 
added approximately twenty-nine new memberships 
(nearly fifty members) to the membership roll since 
November 1st.  Don’t forget to tell your new neighbors 
about the Association! 
The membership committee needs volunteers for its 
various activities.  If you’re interested in stuffing news-
letters, contacting current and/or potential members, or 
working on other outreach activities, please contact me.  
I hope to hear from you soon. 

Beautification Report 
Jerry Schneider 
Hello again.  I’ve volunteered to chair the Association’s 
Beautification Committee for this year.  It’s been two 
years since I last held this post, and I believe I can still 
contribute to our community by facilitating projects that 
contribute to our unique quality of life here in Mount 
Washington.  I am asking anyone who has an idea 
and/or would like to assist in a project to please let me 
know. 
As I walk and drive many of our streets, I see many op-
portunities where just a little extra effort would do much 
to beautify our environment.  Here are a few of my ideas. 
As good neighbors, we need to maintain our front and 
rear yards, keeping them free of trash, weeds, and other 
unsightly items.  This effort should extend to adjacent 
public areas.  We have many good neighbors who on 
their daily walks carry a small plastic bag to pick up litter 
they happen to spot along the way. 
We also have many conscientious dog owners who are 
responsible and pick up after their pets; they, too, carry a 
small plastic bag or two.  And yet we have a good many 
who have yet to learn to be responsible pet owners.  As 
part of the education effort, and to facilitate the abate-
ment of pet fecal matter on our public streets, sidewalks, 
and paths, I would like to propose a project to place dis-
pensing stations for plastic disposable pet clean-up bags 
at a few key locations.  There are commercially available 
dispensing stations with appropriately designed plastic 
bags, such as the Mutt Mitt.  These post-mounted sta-
tions can be placarded with appropriate wording on ap-
plicable municipal codes and the need to protect our 
health and environment.  The locations that might qualify 
for the first test installations could include the entrances 
to Elyria Canyon Park and the areas near the Mount 
Washington School and along the unpaved trail extend-
ing from Sea View Avenue.  Unlike an earlier proposal 
along these lines, there would be no designated trash 
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containers to maintain and pet owners would be respon-
sible for disposal of their own filled bags. 
Another, perhaps less ambitious, project would be a 
wildflower seed sale and sowing.  This could become an 
annual tradition: wildflower seeds sown in the winter 
would become a colorful carpet of spring flowers along 
our walking paths.  There are many candidate spaces 
that come to mind.  I would like to start with the most 
visible, such as in front of the school, along the edge of 
the new sidewalk on San Rafael Ave, or along the un-
paved trail along the new Bob Scholfield Park. Funding 
and timing of the seeding, some hand weeding, and the 
cooperation of natural rainfall would all be necessary 
elements for this project. 
I would also like to continue the native plant sales 
started by our past beautification chair, Lynette Kampe, 
and the natural landscape restoration projects in Rain-
bow and Elyria Canyon. 
Again, please call me with your ideas and offers to assist 
on this committee. 

March General Membership Meeting 
Natalie Seaman 
Our next general membership meeting will be held at 
7:30 PM on March 17, at the Carlin G. Smith Recreation 
Center.  Join us and learn more about the fabulous 
Arroyo Seco!  The meeting will prepare us all to 
understand the vision of Charles Lummis and the Arts 
and Crafts Movement throughout the Northeast section 
of Los Angeles.  Nicole Possert, past president of the 
Highland Park Heritage Trust and chairperson of the 
Friends of the Southwest Museum Coalition, will share 
with us.  Also on hand will be Johnny Sims, the new 
Ranger for Elyria Canyon Park.  Come and get the 
updates on all the happenings on your community. 

Draft Minutes of the January General 
Membership Meeting 
David Brunk 
President Carol Jacques opened the meeting with 
approval of the minutes from the previous meeting, 
which were published in the January newsletter. 
Supervisor Gloria Molina was honored for securing the 
MTA Board’s decision to support our request for a “quiet 
zone” at the Avenue 45 and Avenue 50 crossings of the 
Gold Line. 
Honored for their perseverance in efforts to make the 
Gold Line quiet and safe in our neighborhood were Paul 
Ahrens, Susan Baldwin, and Jim and Marie Leong. 
Supervisor Molina presented certificates of recognition to 
retiring MWA directors Aurora Nordhausen, Cheri Uno, 
and Ann Walnum, and new directors Nancy Lilly and 
Susan Baldwin were introduced.  Supervisor Molina then 
gave the oath of office to the MWA officers for 2003: 
Carol Jacques as President, Pat Griffith as 1st VP 
(Action), Natalie Seaman as 2nd VP (Programs), Ed 

Raspa as 3rd VP (Membership), Ron Johnson as 
Treasurer, and David Brunk as Secretary. 
Denise Smith, Bill Rumble, and Grayson Cook read 
selections of the justly famous Jack Smith’s published 
works. 
The proposed merger of the Autry Museum with our 
local Southwest Museum was discussed by Duane King, 
Executive Director of the Southwest Museum, and John 
L. Gray, Executive Director of the Autry Museum.  
Several questions from the audience concerned rumors 
regarding the future of the Southwest Museum.  Mr. 
Gray invited all to attend the meeting on February 10 at 
which these issues were to be addressed.  He made it 
clear that neighborhood support was necessary for the 
successful completion of the merger and a successful 
enhancement of the Museum. 

Gold Line Report 
Paul Ahrens 
The MTA Board of Directors voted on January 23, 2003, 
to adopt a motion by Gloria Molina, MTA Board of 
Directors member and Los Angeles County Supervisor, 
which calls upon the MTA to "establish a Gold Line 
operating procedure which designates the crossings at 
Avenues 45 and 50 as quiet zones".  The Board 
approved the motion unanimously. 
However, as the MTA begins testing in preparation for 
the expected July 2003 opening of the Gold Line, we as 
a community have received very little notification as to 
what we should expect.  We must insist on immediate 
and substantive communication between MTA and the 
community on audible warning device testing and other 
operational issues.  We continue to urge MTA to 
establish a Community Advisory Council, representing 
residents and riders, to oversee Gold Line operations. 
One individual reported with alarm the aftermath of what 
appeared to be a collision between a train and a car in 
Pasadena.  We have been told this was a simulation and 
that further accident simulations will be conducted.   Had 
the public been warned, such a misunderstanding might 
have been avoided. 
The South Pasadena station (at Mission) was dedicated 
a few weeks ago.  The dedication of the Southwest 
Museum station may be as soon as April.  Check the 
Mount Washington Association’s website for updates. 

Action Report 
Pat Griffith 
You can receive regular (no more than once a day) 
email reports by joining the ASNCAlert list.  Send an 
email to: ASNCAlert-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 

Elyria Canyon Park – New Ranger 
Deputy Chief Ranger Johnny Sims and his wife, 
Veronica Viljoen-Sims, moved into Elyria Canyon Park 
just before the New Year.  Ranger Sims is very 
interested in renewing community involvement in the 
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park.  He retired from the National Park Service after 25 
years of service and joined the Mountains Recreation 
and Conservation Authority last October. 
He is interested in establishing partnerships with 
community organizations and individuals who share his 
interest in youth education and mentoring programs. 
One proposal under consideration is a vibrant Earth Day 
program in the park.  He is very open to all your ideas 
and can be contacted during the day at his Franklin 
Canyon office at (310) 858-7272 ext. 105 or via email at  
Sims@smmc.ca.gov. 

Los Angeles River 
The City has woken up to the fact that the LA River is an 
asset that should be treasured.  After substantial work by 
many organizations, such as Friends of LA River 
(FoLAR), Occidental College’s Urban and Environmental 
Policy Institute, and many others, the City has 
established an Ad Hoc Committee chaired by 
Councilman Reyes.  The committee’s goal is to develop 
a framework for a renewed LA River within the City of 
Los Angeles.  This vision is to revitalize our 
neighborhoods, to invest in our communities, to bring 
nature to people, and to enhance our quality of life.   
In order to meet its December 2003 deadline, the Ad 
Hoc Committee on the LA River has offered the following 
categories or strategic areas to facilitate discussion, 
public comments, and presentations.  Building on the 
public’s input, community group participation, agency or 
department reports, and successful strategies from other 
cities, the Committee will present specific 
recommendations within each category for future 
decision-making on LA River revitalization.  These 
recommendations will shape the framework of the 
Committee’s report to the Council. 

Strategic Areas/Categories: 
• Management Structure.  A management 

structure appears to play a key role in every 
city’s river revitalization. 

• Revitalization Plan.  A revitalization plan 
provides a long-term blueprint for sensitive river 
redevelopment. 

• A Resource and Funding Strategy.  An 
integration of partnerships and funding 
opportunities will offer greater leverage in 
developing demonstration projects, gathering 
funding, and ensuring a collaborative process. 

• A Public Outreach and Education Program.  Re-
introducing the river to our city will help in its 
revitalization. 

• Demonstration projects.  Carefully chosen 
projects based on our guiding principles can 
become the “tipping force” for river revitalization. 

A series of presentations on ideas are ongoing.  You can 
obtain more information from Councilman Reyes’ office 

at (213) 485-3451 or online at:  
http://www.lacity.org/councilcmte/lariver/index.htm. 

Arroyo Seco Neighborhood Council 
On Wednesday, February 12, the L.A. City Council 
unanimously passed the Community Impact Statement 
motion, which provides a mechanism for Neighborhood 
Councils (NCs) to  take positions on City Council 
Agenda Items. 
A computer-transmitted position of up to 100 words sent 
by designated NC representatives will be written into the 
agenda item to be considered.  Where more than one 
NC takes a position (i.e., on regional or citywide items), 
the computer-transmitted position limit may be reduced, 
but an unlimited-length position can always be filed in 
writing or by fax.  A formal method of notifying NCs of 
potentially relevant agenda items is being developed. 
Neighborhood Council Community Impact statements on 
agenda items must be considered by the City Council, 
helping to implement the NCs’ Charter-mandated 
advisory role.  Community Impact statements will be 
both a voice for the Community's NCs and a viable way 
for the City Council to help assess the will of our 
communities. 
Our own Arroyo Seco neighborhood council, which was 
certified on Oct. 2 and now includes Mt. Washington, 
Sycamore Grove (the Figueroa corridor), Montecito 
Heights, Monterey Hills, and Hermon, is working toward 
its first elections.  There are numerous tasks that must 
be completed, such as establishing ‘approved’ election 
procedures, modifying the Bylaws per the BONC 
mandated changes, and registering stakeholders (us).   
We are all encouraged to participate in this process; the 
dates, times and locations of the subcommittee meetings 
can be viewed on the ASNC website’s calendar.  
Minutes of past meetings and agendas are also 
available. 
The next meetings of the Transition Committee will be 
on March 11 at the Coptic Church on Cleland, then on 
March 27 at the Hermon church on Monterey Road.  All 
Stakeholders will meet once more to approve our Bylaws 
changes and election procedures.  Once the 
neighborhood council has elected a Board and that 
Board has approved a budget, this organization will 
receive substantial funding from the City, allowing 
significant outreach and neighborhood projects. 
Full information about the ASNC can be found on the 
website (http://asnc.us) or from Transition Committee 
chair, Bill Murray at (323) 225-6393 or Interim chair, Jim 
Thompson at (323) 256-3625. 

Cypress Park Library 
Completed at a cost of more than $4 million, the new 
state-of-the-art Cypress Park library includes multiple 
computer workstations, special areas for children, teens 
and adults, a multipurpose meeting room, and an 
outdoor courtyard.  At 10,750 square feet, the new 
library is triple the size of the former library, which was 
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constructed in 1926 and opened in 1927.  The new 
library is at 1150 Cypress Ave. at the corner of Cypress 
Avenue and Alice. 

City Council Public Safety Committee  
A Burglar Alarm Task Force has been organized to 
address issues related to the policy adopted by the 
Board of Police Commissioners (Council File 03-0028) 
calling for LAPD response to home or commercial 
burglar alarms only when they have been verified.  The 
goal of the Task Force is to conduct a thorough inquiry 
into the critical issue of the effective and efficient 
deployment of our LAPD resources and to present its 
findings and recommendations to the Public Safety and 
Education and Neighborhoods Committees within sixty 
days. 
The Public Safety Committee of the Los Angeles City 
Council is responsible for making policy decisions 
regarding the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD), 
the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD), the 
Department of Animal Regulation, and the Department 
of Building and Safety. 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Meetings: usually 10:00 am Mondays 
ROOM 1010, CITY HALL 
200 N. SPRING ST.LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 
Chairperson is Councilmember Miscikowski 

River Project 
Melanie Winter of the River Project has been selected as 
one of Sunset magazine’s eight Champions of the West 
receiving the 2003 Environmental Award for her work on 
the River Project. 
Sunset says: 

"Melanie Winter stands above the Los Angeles 
River, looking down at the property known as Taylor 
Yard.  From here, it looks like industrial hardscape.  
But Taylor Yard is a major victory in the fight to 
restore this neglected river - a fight that Winter helps 
lead as the director of the nonprofit River 
Project....The 3-mile Taylor Yard riverbank is the 
project's most high-profile success.  Winter forged a 
coalition of local groups to get $45 million in state 
funds to establish the LA River's largest park – an 
oasis that one day may resemble the lush stream 
praised by Crespi.” 

For more on the River Project, call (818) 980-9660 or 
visit http://www.therriverproject.org. 
Congratulations, Melanie! 

Public Safety Report 
Cheri Uno 
There will be a Community Clean Up for Highland Park 
and vicinity on March 29, 2003, 8 AM to 11 AM, followed 
by a fair from 11 AM to 3 PM.  Also, oil recycling will be 
available on Figueroa Street between Avenue 56 and 
Avenue 57.  Clean-up supplies will be available at Monte 

Vista Elementary and Arroyo Seco Magnet School.  For 
more information, call (213) 485-0763. 
Certified Emergency Response Training (CERT) classes 
will be offered by the LA Fire Department – free!  
Classes start March 14 at 7 PM, at the Women's 
Building on Colorado Boulevard; there are seven 
classes, each lasting from two to two and a half hours.  If 
you have not had these classes, let me assure you they 
are great fun.  You really learn about what to do in an 
emergency situation – fire, earthquake, terrorist attack, 
flood, or any disaster.  25 people need to be registered 
to start the classes.  Call Marlene Schmidt at (323) 257-
3333 if you are interested. 
Officer Cooper reported at the C-PAB meeting that purse 
thieves are out and about in Highland Park.  Be careful 
when carrying a purse: keep it close to your body or 
under clothing, and make sure you don't leave it on the 
seat next to you at an eating place or in a store. 
Chief of Police Bratton will be inspecting our Northeast 
Police Station on March 19, 2003, at 8AM.  If you are 
interested in attending to see what a station inspection is 
like – and to get a look at the brass – contact me at 
(323) 222-0410. 

The Ones Who Came Before Us 
Susan Baldwin 
During the February 15 anti-war demonstration, a sea of 
faces a mile long marched purposefully down Hollywood 
Boulevard past Le Sex Shoppe, the tattoo parlors, the 
liquor stores and the Scientology building in a massive 
rainbow coalition of peaceniks sporting Bush masks, one 
with an eerie likeness to a dopily grinning Alfred E. 
Newman captioned “Empty Warhead”.  The front page of 
the LA Weekly showed one demonstrator wearing a 
sheep’s head mask, carrying a poster that said “Don’t Be 
a Nation of Sheep.”  It was an unprecedented display of 
solidarity against war in Iraq.  Thanks to the Internet and 
to growing passion against this surreal and dangerous 
war, the largest peace rally across the globe had 
converged in over 600 cities around the world.  The 
numbers were staggering: 750,000 in London, half a 
million in New York and Berlin.  In Hollywood, estimates 
ranged from 100,000 by the organizer’s count to 30,000 
according to police.  Either way, the turnout was not too 
shabby considering this event didn’t revolve around 
sports or entertainment. 
Despite the excitement and the numbers, I was not 
convinced that this demonstration would be totally 
worthwhile, not in the sense that I would matter to the 
Bush administration.  James Cromwell, one of the 
leaders of the rally, had said, “We actually can stop the 
war this way.  It affected Nixon, and it will affect this 
man.”  I don’t know.  I am not as idealistic as Mr. 
Cromwell.  I think George Bush and his military advisors 
are so bent on this war that they are forgetting the 
devastating consequences military action could reap. 
But if the thousands of people marching last Saturday 
couldn’t convince me that, with patience and 
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Coming up… 
March 14 Recent donations to Southwest Museum, Part II.  Member opening.  6:30 PM. 
March 17 MWA general membership meeting at Carlin G. Smith Recreation center, 7:30 PM. 
March 22 Southwest Museum library sale and silent auction.  Call (323) 221-2164 for details. 
April 5 Appraisal clinic at Southwest Museum.  10 AM to 3 PM. 
April 21 Mount Washington Association Board meeting. 

perseverance, demonstrations can and do make a 
difference, one veteran protestor would change my mind 
by the end of the day.  He would make a believer of me 
again, as he told me his own story on the drive back 
home. 
Lou is 79 years old with over fifty years of civil rights and 
anti-war marches behind him.  When I picked him up for 
the march, I noticed immediately the telltale signs of a 
veteran demonstrator: backpack, protest signs, good 
walking shoes.  I learned quite a bit about Lou on the 
drive to the march and back.  He is soft-spoken and 
matter-of-fact, a former Navy boxer, a Unitarian, and a 
long-time activist.  He had spent a little time protesting in 
D.C. and had later moved to Pittsburgh.  He was excited 
about this march but I knew it was going to be slow 
going for him – the man is 79!  I thought, when I’m 79, 
please just let me be sitting near water on my well-
cushioned rump, with sand in my toes, the sun at my 
back, and something good to eat; certainly not marching 
for miles in a throng of complete strangers.  But Lou is 
quite unusual and quite special. 
I asked Lou about the first time he demonstrated.  It was 
in 1948, when he was 24; segregation was still woven 
into the tapestry of American life, and Jim Crow laws 
were active.  Many of us take for granted the end of 
segregation, but it didn’t just happen.  Lou was one of 
the ones who came before us, the people ready to put 
everything on the line for what they believed.  Lou and 
seven of his friends, four women and three men, both 
black and white, protested segregation at a swimming 
pool in Pittsburgh.  Just eight people on their own, not 
100,000 marchers.  During the protest, four white kids 
tried to drown Lou; the cops stood by and watched.  
Lou’s boxing skills probably saved his life.  He escaped.  
The next week, the pool was integrated. 
I must admit, I was humbled by Lou’s story and his 
incredible bravery.  Maybe one day of protesting won’t 
head off the war, but we have to keep trying.  That’s 
what Lou says and he should know.  George Bush has 
to listen to somebody like Lou…doesn't he? 

Jack Smith Walk 
Jerry Schneider 
The Sunday after Easter is the traditional timing for our 
annual Jack Smith Walk, so mark your calendars now for 
Sunday, April 27.  The walk, a pleasant four-mile loop, 
begins at the Tunnel Entrance to the Southwest Museum 
on Museum Drive.  Tour leaders and limited supply of 
maps will available for walking groups who come to this 
location between 9:00 and 9:30 AM.  The walk is 

leisurely (two to two and a half hours for the four miles), 
tour leaders will offer some interpretive information, 
there are many wonderful views, and there will be 
refreshments – usually lemonade, water, and cookies – 
at about the midpoint of the loop, in front of the school. 
This event is a Mount Washington tradition and a good 
time to meet your neighbors, their friends, relatives, 
dogs, etc.  Please plan to attend, invite others, and enjoy 
the views and tradition. 
If you would like to assist in any of the logistics for this 
event please call me. I also ask all residents of homes 
along the trail to make a special effort to tidy or spruce 
up.  It’s another reason to do Spring clean up.  Any 
special plantings and clean up will be enjoyed by your 
neighbors, the walkers, many guests, and of course 
yourself.  Thank you for your help. 

Then and Now 
Pat Samson 
This time there’s only room for a few more items from 
the early 1980s: 
The Self Realization Fellowship hosted its Annual 
Halloween Program on October 31, 1982. 
The man who put Mount Washington on the map, Jack 
Smith, returned to the November 1982 Association 
meeting to discuss his 31 years on the hill and his latest 
book, How To Win A Pullet Surprise. 
The Highland Park Heritage 10K Run, sponsored by the 
Northeast Los Angeles Jaycees in cooperation with 
Group W (Adelphia) Cable, was held on Sunday, 
November 14, 1982. 
Mount Washington residents began circulating petitions 
in early 1983 to change the name of the section of West 
Avenue 43 between street numbers 491 (at Mount 
Washington Drive) and 340 (at Glenmuir Avenue).  That 
street is now Canyon Vista Drive. 
On March 24, 1983 a train en route from Kansas City to 
Los Angeles derailed a few feet south of Figueroa Street 
near Pasadena Avenue and Marmion Way.  A broken 
brace on a switch engine coupling device was the cause 
of the accident.  Twenty-three cars and four engines of 
the sixty-car train derailed. 
Then on August 14, 1983, the last 10 cars of a Santa Fe 
Railroad freight train derailed on a curve near the 
intersection of North Marmion Way and Avenue 43, 
toppling containers of clothing and appliances from 
flatcars and knocking over power poles as the cars 
careened alongside the tracks.  No one was injured. 


